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Broad Street Brief: Newest Campaign Finance Filings
Releases; Inquirer Endorses Rhynhart While State

Legislators Back Parker

CITY HALL

Budget Hearings Continue with Focus on Trash Collection, I l legal Dumping, Crime

Budget hearings continued this week, with officials from the Streets Department addressing ways
to combat illegal dumping and continue to improve trash collection — the current on-time
collection rate is at a 15-year high of 97% — on Monday, and officials from the District Attorney’s
Office, including DA Larry Krasner himself, discussing the pertinent issue of crime on Tuesday,
with a notable exchange on the recent rise in retail theft. DA Krasner requested an additional $7
million to address council’s concerns about increased shoplifting and carjacking incidents.

City Council to General Assembly: Let Philadelphia, Other Cities Enforce Local Gun Laws

Last week, City Council passed a resolution asking the state legislature to suspend its gun law
preemption to allow for Philadelphia and other cities across the commonwealth to implement and
enforce its own gun laws. While City Council has successfully passed “common sense” gun laws
in the past, the state’s Uniform Firearms Act prevents the city from enforcing them.

Mayor Kenney Announces Departure of Budget Director, New Appointment

On Tuesday, Mayor Jim Kenney announced the departure of Budget Director Marisa Waxman, who
has served in Philadelphia city government for more than two decades and will be bringing her
talents to the U.S. Department of the Treasury. Current Office of the Director of Finance Chief of
Staff Sabrina Maynard will be stepping up to serve as budget director beginning April 17.

Upcoming Budget Hearings

The full schedule of FY24 budget hearings and a link to watch them can be found here.

•  Managing Director’s Office (Tuesday, April 11 at 10 a.m.)
•  Behavioral Health, Public Health, Office of Homeless Services (Tuesday, April 11 at
1:30 p.m.)
•  Chief Administrative Office, Office of Procurement, Office of Human Resources
(Wednesday, April 12 at 10 a.m.)
•  Office of Innovation & Technology, Planning & Development (Wednesday, April 12 at
1:30 p.m.)

ELECTION UPDATE

Most Recent Campaign Finance Fil ings Show “Wide-Open” Mayoral Race

While polling for local, off-season elections can be a bit dubious, fundraising numbers can often
shed some degree of light on candidates’ standings in the race, and cash on hand can serve as a
predictor of sorts for how the remainder of the campaign may play out. According to the most
recent campaign finance reports, five candidates — Jeff Brown, Allan Domb, Helen Gym, Cherelle
Parker, and Rebecca Rhynhart — have each raised more than $1 million since the beginning of the
race, with Brown having broken the $2 million barrier. Three of these candidates — Brown, Gym,
and Parker — have benefitted from super PAC money, with yet another super PAC expected to
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back Rhynhart soon. Domb and Gym lead the pack in terms of cash on hand as the only two
candidates with more than  $1 million in the bank.

The Philadelphia Inquirer Editorial Board Endorses Rhynhart in Democratic Mayoral Primary

Over the weekend, the Editorial Board of the Philadelphia Inquirer published its endorsement of
former City Controller Rebecca Rhynhart among her Democratic competitors. While the Inquirer’s
primary endorsements are typically published closer to the date of the election, the combination of
a more crowded than usual field and the increased prevalence of mail-in voting may account for
their decision to publish their endorsement more than a month out.

Local Media Outlets Publish Voter Guides Ahead of Primary

With only 40 days left until Philadelphia’s primary election, many of the city’s publications of record
— including the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Philadelphia Citizen, and Philadelphia Magazine — have
begun to publish voter guides to help voters make informed decisions in one of the most crowded
fields in recent memory.

Meet the Candidates: Cherelle Parker

The Philadelphia Inquirer has published the third installment in its series of candidate profiles
leading up to the May primary, this time highlighting longtime Philadelphia public servant Cherelle
Parker, who has recently picked up a number of endorsements from some of Philadelphia’s most
prominent Democratic party officials, including one from U.S. Representative Dwight Evans earlier
this week and State Senator Vincent Hughes over the weekend.

Update on Mayoral Forums, Candidate Platforms, Election Issues

The mayoral candidates have been hard at work promoting their respective campaign platforms in
recent weeks through a flurry of candidate forums addressing topics ranging from arts and culture
to gun violence and public health to mobility and transit. Local media has also been closely
tracking candidates’ stances  — such as the proposal to construct a new Sixers arena in the
Market East neighborhood of Center City — and voter priorities on topics like student safety,
teacher quality, and curriculum. 

AROUND TOWN

City Continues Efforts to Respond to Thousands of Property Assessment Appeals

The city is racing to respond to nearly 17,000 property assessment appeals before residents’ tax
bills come due on Friday.

Street Sweeping Program Resumes

On Monday, the city resumed its street sweeping program, with efforts focused on 14 residential
areas where litter is the most prevalent. The streets will be swept on a weekly basis through
November.

SUBURBAN SPOTLIGHT

New Coalit ion Focused on Housing Equity Launches in Delaware County

The Delaware County Rental Housing Coalition was launched recently with the goal of increasing
access to rental housing for low- and moderate-income households by convening stakeholders to
address current gaps in communication that exist across the housing sector.
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