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Meenakshi advises real estate developers, property owners, nonprofit organizations, and other clients

on New York City land use issues, including zoning, land use and planning, and landmarks matters.

With over three decades of experience and deep ties to decision-making agencies across the New York

area, Meenakshi can assist with various discretionary approvals and permit applications, including

variances, rezonings, text amendments, special permits, and landmarks approvals. Her clients benefit

from her many years of government experience, which gives her invaluable knowledge of the practices

and procedures of city agencies.

Most recently, Meenakshi was a senior land use and zoning adviser with a New York City-based law

firm, where she helped facilitate hundreds of thousands of square feet of mixed-use developments and

public amenities across New York City. Before that, Meenakshi served as chair and commissioner of

the Landmarks Preservation Commission, leading the 80-person mayoral agency tasked with protecting

and preserving the city's historic resources. She also served as chair and commissioner of the Board of

Standards and Appeals, overseeing determinations on zoning variances and special permit

applications, as well as appeals from determinations made by the Buildings and Fire departments.

Meenakshi began her work for New York City as a deputy director of the Manhattan office of the

Department of City Planning, where she worked on several high-profile initiatives, including theater air

rights transfers and the Hudson Yards Zoning Framework.

With longstanding and ongoing ties to the Department of City Planning, the Landmarks Preservation

Commission, the Board of Standards and Appeals, the Department of Buildings, City Council, and a

number of community boards, Meenakshi uses her depth of experience to help clients facilitate

projects and develop spaces that New Yorkers can use and be proud of. Ever abreast of the latest

regulations and trends, she has written articles and lectured on various land use and zoning topics.

Meenakshi earned her master of city planning and master of architecture from the University of

Pennsylvania and her bachelor of architecture from the School of Planning and Architecture in New

Delhi, India.

Practice Areas
• Government Relations - Cozen O'Connor

Public Strategies
• Zoning, Land Use & Development

Education
• University of Pennsylvania, M.A., 1990
• School of Planning and Architecture – New

Delhi , B.A., 1985

Affiliations

Skyscraper Museum, Board Member, 2023-
Present

Columbia University, Graduate School of
Architecture, Planning and Preservation, Guest
Lecturer, 2022

Brooklyn Law School, Guest Lecturer, 2019-
2022

Columbia University, Real Estate Program,
Guest Lecturer, 2019

New York Landmarks Preservation Foundation,
ex-officio member, 2014-2018

Awards & Honors
• Trailblazer in Building & Real Estate, City &

State New York, 2024 
• Leadership Award, Zoning Advisory Council,

2014
• Honoree, Society of Indo-American

Engineers and Architects, 2012
• Honoree, New York Society of Architects,

2008
•  
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